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creases in population, the largest 
being for Nevada, 5.5 per cent. 

The director of the census has is- 
sued a statement according to which 
the figures of the present census 
show that the trend of population 
from the country to the city has be- 
come greatly accentuated since 1910 
and that, for the first time in the 
country's history, more than half 
the entire population is now living 
in urban territory as defined by the 
Census Bureau. That is to say, of 
the 105,683,108 persons enumerated 
in the fourteenth census preliminary 
tabulations show that 54,816,209, or 
51.9 per cent., are living in incor- 
porated places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more, and 50,866,899, or 48.1 per 
cent., in rural territory. j 

At the census of 1910 the corre- 
sponding percentages were 46.3 and 
53.7, respectively, showing a loss of 
5.6 per cent, in the proportion for 
the population living in rural terri- 
tory. To show more clearly the 
change in the proportion of the 
population living in rural territory 
now as compared with ten years ago 
the rural population can be divided 
into two classes, namely, 9,864,196, 
or 9.3 per cent, of the total popula- 
tion, living in incorporated places of 
less than 2,500 inhabitants, and 41,- 
002,703, or 38.8 per cent, of the total 
population, living in what may be 
called purely country districts. At 
the census of 1910 the population 
living in incorporated places of less 
than 2,500 inhabitants formed 8.8 
per cent., while the population living 
in purely country districts formed 
44.8 per cent, of the total population. 

The increase since 1910 in. the 
population as a whole, as before 
stated, was 14.9 per cent., but dur- 
ing the decade there has been an in- 
crease in that portion of the popu- 
lation living in urban territory of 
12,192,826, or 28.6 per cent., and in 
that portion living in rural territory 
of 1,518,016, or only 3.1 per cent.; 
and if the comparison is extended to 



cover the two classes of rural terri- 
tory, it appears that that portion 
living in incorporated places of less 
than 2,500 inhabitants show an in- 
crease of 1,745,371, or 21.5 per cent., 
whereas that portion living in purely 
country districts shows an actual de- 
crease of 227,355. 

TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF 
JAMES WILSON 

Sympathy at the death of former 
Secretary of Agriculture James 
Wilson was sent to his family in the 
form of a resolution adopted at a 
meeting of the chiefs of the various 
bureaus of the United States De- 
partment of Agriculture. Tribute 
was paid to the former head of the 
department for " his patriotic devo- 
tion to the interests of all the people, 
his broad vision, and his practical 
wisdom." As a token of respect the 
flags on all department buildings 
were placed at halfstaff, and re- 
mained so until after the funeral, 
which took place at Traer, Iowa. 

Because of the time of the funeral, 
the department was unable to send 
representatives from Washington. 
The department, however, desig- 
nated Dr. Henry C. Taylor, Chief of 
the Office of Farm Management, 
who was in the Middle West; Frank 
S. Pinney, Federal agricultural 
statistician at Des Moines; and R. 
E. Doolittle, Chief of the Central 
Food and Drug Inspection District 
at Chicago, to represent it at the 
funeral. 

A floral tribute was sent by offi- 
cials and employees of the depart- 
ment as a token of esteem for their 
former chief. The message of sym- 
pathy sent the family of Mr. Wilson 
followed a similar personal message 
sent by Secretary of Agriculture 
Meredith. The resolution of the 
bureau chiefs, forwarded by Assist- 
ant Secretary of Agriculture Ball, 
read : 

The members of the Department 
of Agriculture, feeling deeply the 




Sib Clifford Allbutt. 



Regius Professor of Physics in the University of Cambridge, president of the 
British Medical Association for the meeting held during the summer at Cambridge. 
A portrait of Sir Clifford by Sir William Orpen was at the time presented to him by 
the British medical profession. 
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loss of their former secretary, James 
Wilson, of Iowa, desire to express 
their sympathy with his family and 
their appreciation of his great serv- 
ices to the United States as Dean of 
Agriculture, member of Congress, 
and Secretary of Agriculture. His 
patriotic devotion to the interests of 
all the people, his broad vision, and 
his practical wisdom place him high 
among those who have deserved well 
of their country. Beloved as a 
friend, admired and respected as an 
official, his example as a man and a 
statesman is one to which all Amer- 
icans may turn for inspiration and 
emulation: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That in the death of 
James Wilson American agriculture 
has lost one of its greatest exponents 
and American citizenship one of its 
finest exemplars. 

In token of respect the flags on all 
department buildings will be placed 
at half-mast, and a copy of this reso- 
lution will be sent to the family. 

SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 

We record with regret the deaths 
of Eric Doolittle, professor of as- 
tronomy in the University of Penn- 
sylvania; Samuel Sheldon, professor 
of physics and electrical engineering 
at the Brooklyn Polytechnic Insti- 
tute; Frederick Henry Gerrish, 
emeritus professor of surgery in the 
Medical School of the University of 
Maine; Armand Gautier, professor 
of biological chemistry in the Paris 
School of Medicine, and Karl Her- 
mann Struve, director of the Berlin 
Observatory. 

Dr. Leo S. Rowe, assistant secre- 



tary of the treasury and formerly 
professor of political science in the 
University of Pennsylvania, has as- 
sumed the directorship of the Pan- 
American Union at Washington, suc- 
ceeding Dr. John Barrett, who has 
retired after fifteen years as head of 
the union. Sir F. W. Dyson, astrono- 
mer royal, Greenwich, has been 
elected an honorary member of the 
American Astronomical Society. 

American nations, as well as Great 
Britain, Spain and Portugal, are to 
be formally invited to participate in 
the national festivities in November 
and December in commemoration of 
the four hundredth anniversary of 
the discovery of the Straits of Ma- 
gellan. The festivities will center 
principally in Santiago and Punta 
Arenas, the latter the world's south- 
ernmost city, where the occasion will 
be marked by inauguration of im- 
portant public works, including port 
improvements, lighthouses in Smith 
Channel, a highway between Punta 
Arenas and Natales on the South 
Atlantic coast and laying of a cor- 
nerstone of the Punta Arenas Uni- 
versity. It is expected the foreign 
delegations will visit the straits in 
December, when warships of the 
Chilean navy will be assembled there. 
It was through these waters that 
Ferdinand Magellan, the Portuguese 
explorer, first passed in November, 
1520. 



